Curriculum Model Analysis

The purpose of this document is to provide you with a tool useful in analyzing the variety of curricular models applicable to ECE.  While the focus of this particular document is on Montessori, High/Scope, Waldorf, and Reggio Emilia, the questions and process are applicable to a range of curricular analysis.

1. What is the historical framework from which this approach emerged?

(Geopolitical roots, historical zeitgeist, main designers)

2. What are the philosophical foundations and psychological assumptions about how learning takes place? 
(What is the relative role of internal and external developmental forces?
 How do children learn best?
 What should be the purpose of education?
 What should be the students’ and teachers’ roles in the learning process?
 What characteristics should a teacher have?
)

3. What are the critical structural elements that define this pedagogical approach? 
(teacher methods, student responsibility and actions, specific materials, role of community, products that are generated, 

4. Are their any distinctive practical elements to this approach?

5. How is classroom guidance-management structured?  

(teacher – student, punitive – empowering, behavioral – cognitive)

6. How would you assess the strengths and weaknesses of this model? 

7. What elements of this model might be incorporated into a public school classroom?

Montessori

	1. What is the historical framework from which this approach emerged?



	2. What are the philosophical foundations and psychological assumptions about how learning takes place? 



	3. What are the critical structural elements that define this pedagogical approach? 



	4. Are their any distinctive practical elements to this approach?



	5. How is classroom guidance-management structured?  



	6. How would you assess the strengths and weaknesses of this model? 



	7. What elements of this model might be incorporated into a public school classroom?





High/Scope

	1. What is the historical framework from which this approach emerged?



	2. What are the philosophical foundations and psychological assumptions about how learning takes place? 



	3. What are the critical structural elements that define this pedagogical approach? 



	4. Are their any distinctive practical elements to this approach?



	5. How is classroom guidance-management structured?  



	6. How would you assess the strengths and weaknesses of this model? 



	7. What elements of this model might be incorporated into a public school classroom?




Reggio Emilia

	1. What is the historical framework from which this approach emerged?



	2. What are the philosophical foundations and psychological assumptions about how learning takes place? 



	3. What are the critical structural elements that define this pedagogical approach? 



	4. Are their any distinctive practical elements to this approach?



	5. How is classroom guidance-management structured?  



	6. How would you assess the strengths and weaknesses of this model? 



	7. What elements of this model might be incorporated into a public school classroom?




Waldorf

	1. What is the historical framework from which this approach emerged?



	2. What are the philosophical foundations and psychological assumptions about how learning takes place? 



	3. What are the critical structural elements that define this pedagogical approach? 



	4. Are their any distinctive practical elements to this approach?



	5. How is classroom guidance-management structured?  



	6. How would you assess the strengths and weaknesses of this model? 



	7. What elements of this model might be incorporated into a public school classroom?




