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Mark Bailey

• Teacher for 37 years!
• Early Childhood Educator!
• Teacher Educator!
• Director:  CLDC!
• Director:  School of L&T

Pacific University College of Education!
School of Learning and Teaching

Who Am I



ECE Teaching & Learning Environment!
Pacific University, Forest Grove, Oregon!

http://www.pacificu.edu/early-learning-community

Early Learning Community

http://www.pacificu.edu/early-learning-community


Overview
• Children & Learning!
• Engaging Environments!
• Inspirational Pedagogy!
• Transformations!
• Case Study!
• Challenges to ECE!
• Investing in Early Education



Young Children construct understanding through:!

 Authentic, active, meaningful, hands-on experiences!

 Extended explorations!

 Community collaborations !

 Playful activities

Young Children and Learning



Engaging Environments

Young children learn best where:!

 Feel good about themselves!

 Actively explore the world!

 Materials match interests & needs!

 Natural & prepared environments !

 Can problem-solve with peers



•Classrooms!
•Shared spaces!
•Natural areas!
•Student-centered!
•Multidimensional

Engaging Environments



Inspiring Learning 

Teachers support learning by:!

 Best pedagogical practices !

 Thoughtful intentionality!

 Student-centered activities!

 Inspiring a sense of wonder and desire to learn



Key Concepts:!

 Learning takes time !

 Motivation is internal!

 Student-centered big ideas!

 Diversity of personality and process is respected

Inspiring Learning: Best Practices 



“Teaching is an art in the sense that teachers, 
like painters, composers, … make judgments 
based largely on qualities that unfold during 
the course of action”!
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !       Elliot Eisner!



Transforming Through:
Reconceptualizing!
Teaching & Assessments

http://fg.ed.pacificu.edu/cldc/devrec14.pdf



Transforming Through:
Community



Manipulative Materials!

Transforming Through:



Technological Tools

Transforming Through:



Tools to empower, enhance, & transform learning

What is Technology



- portable device!
- single user (most frequently)!
- user generally uncommunicative!
- steep learning curve (years to mastery) !
- not upgradable!
- can precipitate deep change in user

Imagine A Learning Tool…



It’s not the technology,!
it’s how you use it.



NAEYC/FRC Technology !
Position Statement!



A Framework for Quality:!
Digital media should take into account:!
• Child!
• Content!
• Context

Using Technologies with Children



Supports:!
- child initiated, !
- child directed, !
- teacher supported, !
- play with digital devices!

Technology and Interactive Media as Tools 
in Early Childhood Programs Serving 

Children from Birth through Age 8



• Microscopes !

• Tablet Computers !

• Cameras!

!

Exploring Digital Tools 



Microscopes: !
Empowering New Perspectives

Exploring Digital Tools: Microscopes 



Exploring!
Deeply

Exploring Digital Tools: Microscopes 



Exploring Digital Tools: Microscopes 

• Wired, wireless, or affixed!
• Computer screen!
• Meaningful connections !
• Intentional provocation!
• Relevant realia



Exploring Digital Tools: Microscopes 

Bringing yourself up close!



Bringing the world up close!

Exploring Digital Tools: Microscopes 



Exploring Digital Tools: Microscopes 



Exploring Digital Tools: Microscopes 



Exploring Digital Tools: Microscopes 



Exploring Digital Tools: Microscopes 



Outdoor !
Use

Exploring Digital Tools: Microscopes 



In what ways does 
the surface of a leaf,!
look the same and 

different from !
the surface of  !

your skin?

Provocation:

Exploring Digital Tools: Microscopes 



Microscopes: Quintessential ECE Tool!
• Effective in supporting wondering!
• Extend authentic learning!
• Empower exploration!
• Multiple platforms!
• Inherently motivating!
• Not inexpensive

Exploring Digital Tools: Microscopes 



!

 Multiple platforms: tablets, pods & phones!
!

!

Handheld Computing: !
Child-Friendly Format

Exploring Digital Tools: Tablets 



Tablets: The Children’s Machine!
!

!

!

!

!

!
!
!

Exploring Digital Tools: Tablets 



Tablets and Literacy!

Exploring Digital Tools: Tablets 



- ABC Book!
- Hop on Pop!
- The Monster at the !
   End of the Book!
- Cinderella!
- Numberlys!
- Just Grandma & Me!
   and many more

Exploring Digital Tools: Tablets 
Reconceptualizing Books 



The Fantastic !
Flying Books of !
Mr Morris Lessmore

Interactive!
Animated!
Hyperbooks

Exploring Digital Tools: Tablets 
Reconceptualizing Books 



DoodlecastBook Creator

Exploring Digital Tools: Tablets 



Audio Recording: !
“A long time ago my sister and 
me went to the ELC and it’s the 
one we’re in right now and 
when she came out a lot of 
times she would pick me up 
and we would talk together. “!

!

Storykit
Features!

• Photos!
• Drawing!
• Audio!
• Text!
• Web shareable!
!

Exploring Digital Tools: Tablets 



• Storyboards, Pictureboards!
• Flashcards!
• Match pictures to words or sounds!

Tapikeo HD
Augmentative Alternative!
Communication!

Exploring Digital Tools: Tablets 



Myriad Apps for Exploration!
!

Exploring Digital Tools: Tablets 



• Extremely versatile tool!
• Incredible variety of software!
• Literacy, numeracy, science, creativity, photography…!
• Software ranges from awful to excellent!
!

Handheld Computing: !

Exploring Digital Tools: Tablets 



Digital Cameras:!
Documenting, creating,!
and demonstrating learning!

Exploring Digital Tools: Digital Cameras 



Exploring Digital Tools: Digital Cameras 



Exploring Digital Tools: Digital Cameras 



Exploring Digital Tools: Digital Cameras  
Video 



Storyography:!
Empowering children’s voices !
through multimedia storymaking!

!
!

Exploring Digital Tools: Digital Cameras  
Supporting Literacy



Storyography !
• Storymaking emerges from imaginative play!
• Student directed & documented narrative!
• Supported by intentional teacher!

Requires!
• Close teacher scaffolding!
• Bookbinding materials!
• Digital camera, computer, printer!

Exploring Digital Tools: Digital Cameras  
Supporting Literacy



Student Creates Story Dictated

Exploring Digital Tools: Digital Cameras  
Supporting Literacy



Photographing !
Each Image

Exploring Digital Tools: Digital Cameras  
Supporting Literacy



Exploring Digital Tools: Digital Cameras  
Supporting Literacy



Exploring Digital Tools: Digital Cameras  
Supporting Literacy

Digital Camera Use!
• Student-initiated and directed!
• Extends experiences !
• Sharing & revisiting !
• Not necessarily expensive



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study

How to!
Support?



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study

$25



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Doodlecast Book Creator

Titanic

Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



“gears that will 
pump water out 
of the hull”

Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



“A mop to swab 
the deck”

Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study

2nd Day

2nd Month



Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study

8th Month

!

“Luke’s 

Grand Liner”



Titanic - Transmedia Learning!
• Manipulatives & literacy tools !
• CD ROM, computer and books!
• Tablet & storymaking apps!
• Web-based resources!
• Digital camera!

Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Titanic - Transmedia Learning!
• Teachers listened to all languages!
• Supported across range of media!
• Intentional selection of materials!
• Deep exploration of relevant concepts !
• Empowered new forms of learning!
• Social, emotional, physical, conceptual, perspective 

Listen, Go Deep, Empower: Case Study



Intentional, Appropriate, & Effective Uses of Technology: 
Best Practices Database



Showcasing Powerful Technologies:  
Best Practices Database

tinyurl.com/ecebestpractices





It’s not the technology,!
it’s how you use it.





• Poverty!
• Equal Access!
• Neoliberal commodification!
• Competition!
• Sooner/Faster!
• Testing!
• Funding!

Challenges to ECE



Concerns with Oregon Kindergarten Assessment!
!

• Questionable predictive validity!
• Culturally & developmentally inappropriate!
• Stress on young children!
• Standardized does not mean better!
• Testing vs community building !
• Other viable options

Challenges to ECE







• Children are OUR future!
• Respect childhood!
• Invest time & money!
• Small class sizes !
• Less standardization !
• Teachers as professionals!

Investing in Early Education



Conclusions: Education as Art

Early Childhood Education:!
• Child development & learning theory!
• Engaging environments & materials!
• Best practices !
• Inspiring teachers



The Art of Teaching!
• Build community !
• Listen to needs of learners!
• Encourage deep explorations that engage!
• Utilize appropriate, empowering tools!
• To support innovation & playful learning

Conclusions: Education as Art



Let's all work together to envision, !
advocate for, fund, and create !
better learning environments !
for the world’s children.



Mark Bailey!
baileym@pacificu.edu!

Pacific University College of Education

Early Education as Art:  
Engaging children, Inspiring learning,  

Transforming teaching

mailto:baileym@pacificu.edu


• Alfie Kohn on assumptions: http://www.alfiekohn.org/f_news/fullnews.php?fn_id=12!

• Elkind’s the Hurried Child: http://fg.ed.pacificu.edu/bailey/resources/courses/edpsych/HurriedChild.pdf!

• Why Parents Should Be Concerned: http://www.parentchildpreschools.org/KRAparentdoc5514modifiedJI.pdf!

• We’re number umpteenth - http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/05/03/were-number-umpteenth-the-myth-of-lagging-u-s-schools/!

• Early Learning Community: http://fg.ed.pacificu.edu/elc/!
• Erikson TEC Center: http://teccenter.erikson.edu/!
• Tech and Young Children: www.techandyoungchildren.org/!
• Fred Rogers Center: http://www.fredrogerscenter.org!
• This Presentation: http://fg.ed.pacificu.edu/cldc/svp14.pdf!

Technology and Young Children: From Theory To Practice 
Educational Resources

http://www.alfiekohn.org/f_news/fullnews.php?fn_id=12
http://fg.ed.pacificu.edu/bailey/resources/courses/edpsych/HurriedChild.pdf
http://www.parentchildpreschools.org/KRAparentdoc5514modifiedJI.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/05/03/were-number-umpteenth-the-myth-of-lagging-u-s-schools/
http://fg.ed.pacificu.edu/elc/Site/Home.html
http://teccenter.erikson.edu/
http://www.techandyoungchildren.org/
http://www.fredrogerscenter.org/blog/how-some-digital-media-may-actually-help-children-learn-to-focus/
http://fg.ed.pacificu.edu/cldc/svp14.pdf

