Mexican Tile Mini Murals

Expressive Arts Lesson

Becky Tengs

Context ______________________________________________________________
This is an expressive art lesson about tile murals found in Mexico.  It is designed for third grade students -- but could be differentiated to include younger and older audiences.  This lesson would occur in the context of a unit involving Mexico and/or Mexican art.

This lesson would need to occur after students have opportunities to paint on paper surfaces.  This would be an introductory lesson regarding painting on alternative surfaces (i.e. non-paper surfaces).
Objectives____________________________________________________________

Art Objectives:
· During this lesson, students will be able to demonstrate painting on a non-paper surface by painting on four ceramic tiles.

· By the end of this lesson students will be able to apply paint techniques by creating a single image across four ceramic tiles.

Affective Objectives:
· During this lesson, students will be able to express an idea, mood, or feeling by creating a single image across four ceramic tiles.

· By the end of this lesson, students will demonstrate an interest and understanding of Mexican Tile Murals by creating a single image across four ceramic tiles.

Benchmarks__________________________________________________________

Students will meet the following Oregon Third Grade Art Benchmark Standards:

· Create, Present, and Perform

· AR.02.CP.01: Use experiences, imagination, essential elements and organization principles to achieve a desired effect when creating, presenting and/or performing works of art

· AR.03.CP.02: Explore aspects of the creative process and the effect of different choices on one’s work.

· AR.03.CP.03: Create, present and/or perform a work of art that demonstrates an idea, mood or feeling

· Historical and Cultural Perspectives

· AR.03.HC.01 Identify an event or condition that influenced a work of art
· AR.03.HC.02: Identify social, historical and cultural characteristics in a work of art
Preparation____________________________________________________________

Materials Needed:

· Ceramic Tiles (4 for each student)

· Acrylic or Tempera Paint*

· blue, green, red, black, brown, and yellow

· Aprons/Smocks*

· Paint Brushes

· Sponges (various sizes)

· Paper Towels

· Water Cups (to rinse between colors)

· Pie Tins (to place paint)

· Newspaper (cover desks, tables)

· Examples of Tile Art

· Chart Paper (to record observations about tile art)

· Marker

· Bags to transport ceramic tiles home (or place to display in classroom)

· Brainstorming Paper

· Mexican Folk Music

· Information regarding the history of tile art and murals, Talavera pottery, Spanish tile art influence, and Mexican tile art

· Mexican Art Books (optional):

· “Mexican Art & Culture” by Elizabeth Lewis

· “Mexico & Central America: A Fiesta of Cultures, Crafts, and Activities for Ages 8-12” by Mary C. Turck

· “Off We Go to Mexico” by Laurie Krebs, Tessa Strickland, & Christopher Corr

· “My Mexico/Mexico Mio” by Tony Johnston

· “Look What Came From Mexico” by Miles Harvey

· “Color of Mexico” by Lynn Ainsworth Olawsky & Janice Lee Porter

· Resources:

· http://www.homesteadmuseum.org/tile/
· http://www.2p-talavera.com/products.asp?category_id=13
· http://www.mexicanconnexion.com/pages.asp?pageid=950
· http://www.designboom.com/history/tiles_history.html
· http://www.tiles.org/
Other Considerations
· If aprons are not available, you may consider using Tempera paints, as acrylic paint could stain clothing, carpet, etc.  

· Before beginning this activity, designate a location in the classroom for students to place their ceramic tiles to dry.  Cover these spot with newspapers to protect surface below.
Lesson Introduction (15-20 minutes)_______________________________________

Lead a class discussion and slide show regarding the following concepts: 

· What is a tile and how it is made?

· History of tile art and tile murals

· Spanish title art influence

· Talavera pottery and Mexican tile murals

For example: Introduce the history of decorating tile work as it dates back to Asian cultures, as well as in Persia.  In the 12th century decorated tiles gained popularity in European; tile murals have been dated back to Spain and Portugal. Due to Spanish influence on Mexican culture, tile murals eventually made their way into Mexican culture.  Talavera pottery (a style originating in Mexico) characterized by colorful flowers, plants, and peacocks – as well as famous scenes.  

Present the students with a variety of examples of tile art via photographs, Power Point slides, art books, and physical painted tiles.  Allow students approximately 5 minutes to independently observe these representations.

Lead students in a 5 minutes inquiry discussion regarding observations of Mexican Tile Art, scaffold the discussion to include: colors, size, creating a single image across several tiles, and subject matter of murals.

As students make these observations, write them on chart paper for students to refer to.
Sharing Objectives (5 minutes)___________________________________________

Today we are going to paint! [allow time for cheers] But, instead of painting on paper, we are going to create mini tile murals using ceramic tiles.  Each of you will be given four blank tiles.  These four tiles will be your Mexican tile art mini mural.  Therefore, I expect you to create one image using these four tiles.  

[show examples of one image spread across several tiles]

For example, if I was going to draw a peacock, I would think about the size of my peacock.  Would I paint a peacock only this big? 

[draw example of small peacock only covering a couple of tiles]

No.  I would draw it big enough to cover all four titles

[draw example of peacock filling all four tiles]

Any questions?

Before you begin painting, please take a few minutes to brainstorm an idea for your image.  If may brainstorm using words or illustrations.  However, before you start painting, I would like to hear your ideas!

Learning Activities (45-60 minutes)________________________________________

Have classroom helper pass out recycled paper for brainstorming, and monitor the supply table.  Have students come up after brainstorming and briefly mention their ideas then pass out painting materials.  During the course of this project, navigate through the classroom and observe students at work.  Scaffold to ensure students are incorporating all four tiles as well as expressing something in the content of their image.  

Differentiation/Extensions_______________________________________________

For students developing fine motor skills and/or who are having difficulty navigating a thin paintbrush, sponges in varies sizes will also be provided.  This may be more developmentally appropriate for younger students.  Older students may benefit from smaller paintbrushes that require detailed work.  

Additionally, all instructions and examples will be given in a variety of formats including: visually, auditory, as well as allow students to feel the physical tile examples. 

Students who are having difficulty brainstorming may take extra time looking through the inquiry materials to develop and idea.  Additionally, brainstorms do not need to be written down and can be expressed orally.

If students complete activity early, they could be presented with a reading and/or writing activity: write a paragraph describing your mini mural, and where you would put it on display; or, present these students with additionally books about Mexican art, and Mexican culture. 

Closure (20 minutes)____________________________________________________

Once students have completed their mini murals, have students-led gallery walk in which each individual as the option of describing their mini mural to the class.

Lead students in short discussion:

· What themes emerged from our mini murals?

· Were they different from the themes we observed from Mexican artists? Why or why not?

· What did you think about painting on tiles (as opposed to paper)?

· Was it challenging?

· How did you feel while painting?

· What did you think of the Mexican folk music?
Lesson Assessment____________________________________________________

Children will be evaluated based on their participation and whether or not they were able to create an entire image with the four tiles.  Evaluation will also be based on closure discussion participation involving a discussion of Mexican tile mural themes compared to classroom tile mural themes.
Teacher Self-Reflection__________________________________________________

I am anticipating that students will appreciate the opportunity to paint on an alternative surface, as well as the ability to break down the image into four sections.  However, I anticipate this element may be challenging for some students.  My only concern is the amount of time each individual student takes to complete this project.  Although I have provided alternative assignments for students to finish early, I hope students will generally finish around the same time.  
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