
Analyzing a Children’s Book from a Language and Literacy Standpoint

I found this assignment quite intriguing.  Like most of the students in this class, I have been more in the habit of selecting (and writing) books by theme than by language content.  I am especially interested in this assignment because I consider myself an author, and as an author, I should be far more cognizant of what children’s literature should encompass – an aspect that I have never considered before in my own writing.  Hopefully, because I enjoy writing, and do it so frequently, I will discover that I have included all three aspects of language subconsciously.   
The book that I selected for this assignment is one that I wrote collaboratively with a kindergarten class that I worked with more than ten years ago.  After teaching the students of that class a number of poetic strategies, and helping them write a variety of poems individually, I told them that I would write something special, just for them.  I had the class select a topic, and then asked each student to give me a word or phrase that they would like me to include in my writing.  I gathered up all twenty six words and phrases, and proceeded to write Growing Things.  So many children over the years have responded so positively to the outcome, that I recently decided to create a book from the poem.  At this time, I am still working on the artwork that will accompany the text.
Phonology: The use of sounds to make meaningful syllables and words and the function of these sounds to signal a change of meaning (Communication Disorders – Chapter 14). 

In a very real sense, poetry and phonology go hand in hand. When I write, for instance, “I heard an older person say, ‘This world gets smaller every day,’” the words “say” and “day” phonologically are different by only one phoneme. Learning to say and recognize these differences, as well as understanding the different meanings that result from switching the beginning sounds, is a great example of both phonology and poetic technique.
Morphology: the system that governs the structure of words and the construction of word forms (ASHA, 1993).


In stanzas two, three and four, nearly all of the nouns are plural. By simply adding an “s” to words such as seed, root, tree, blossom, carrot, and beet, morphology comes into play.  Now the poem itself gives the reader the allusion of multiplicity, and a feel of the growth referred to in the theme.
Syntax: the organization of words within a sentence.


Poetry tends to really manipulate syntax in that poetic lines are often somewhat inverted and convoluted compared to formal sentence structure.  For example, “Apples grow from blossoms, sweet.” Is not syntactically the way a typical person would express this thought (Apples grow from sweet blossoms), but by using syntax this way in the text, it teaches the reader that authors can be creative with their use of syntax.
Semantics: refers to the meaning behind the words and word choice.


In the line “Pumpkins change to pumpkin pies,” semantically, it is understood that pumpkins don’t actually change to pumpkin pies, but that the pumpkins have to grow before they can be used for pumpkin pies.  

Content: addresses such aspects of language as reality/nonreality, denial, action, location, time, cause, and mood. 
I find that this poem is effective in that it blends both existent and nonexistent information together.  It is true, for instance, that soil, seed, water, sun and air are required for plants to grow, but the poem imaginatively words it so that it appears it will happen spontaneously: “The roots dig in, out pop the leaves, before you know it…you have trees!” Lines such as this also exemplify action and causality. 

Use: determining the function of the language.

This text offers a variety of functions.  Initially, the function of the text was to show the students that words could be used to tell a story as well as to give information.  This project was also created to demonstrate how different words and phrases could work together to become a product.  In the process, a number of literary devices were presented which contribute to function as well. The lines that say, “Our grass grows fast. If it could speak, it would say, ‘cut me twice a week’” exemplifies personification, and the last stanza with the words: guess, does, sense, gets, smaller, things, itself, disappear shows how alliteration can be used to give the allusion of a balloon SSSsssssss…. getting smaller. 

Dissecting this text, even as superficially as I have just done, verifies why the children love to listen to it.  It also affirms in my mind that it is a text of value, and that I should probably continue to pursue publication.
Growing Things
I heard an older person say, 

“This world gets smaller every day!”

But I don’t see how this can be 

when growing things are all I see.

You take some soil and add some seeds,

some water, sun, an airy breeze,

the roots dig in, out pop the leaves,

before you know it…you have trees!!

Apples grow from blossoms sweet.

Corn grows tall in just a week.

Carrots, beets, asparagus

require hardly any fuss.

The earth is filled with growing things

like beans and fish and birds with wings,

radishes, and poppies, red, 

the extra hair that’s on my head!

A cactus grows out in the sand.

Flowers can be grown in pans.

Watermelon grows green and fat.

Kittens grow to lazy cats.

Pumpkins change to pumpkin pies,

once they have grown to pumpkin size.

Sharks grow big.  Whales grow the most.

Mold can even grow on toast.

Our grass grows fast.  If it could speak, 

it would say, “cut me twice a week!”

Tomatoes grow, pineapples too.
Rare animals grow at the zoo.

People grow when they eat food.

They grow inside when they are good.

I think of all the earthly host

I like to watch ourselves grow most.

I guess it does make sense to say

the world gets smaller every day.

If things keep growing year by year,

the earth itself might disappear!
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