Title: The Bill of Rights

Context: 

This lesson is great for fourth graders. Previous lessons would have included a discussion about the Constitution (what it is, who created it, and when/why it was created). Once students have a general understanding of the Constitution, this lesson on the Bill of Rights can then be presented. This lesson would occur sometime in September, but preferably on or around September 17th. If class periods are 60 minutes long, the teacher instruction part of this lesson will be completed during the first day, and students will have time to research. However, a second day will be needed to complete research and start presentations. Finally, a third day will also be included to finish all presentations and complete the closure activity. Therefore, this lesson will take three days to complete if there are 60-minute class periods.

Rationale: Teaching about the Constitution in September is actually a public law. The law states that, “Each educational institution that receives Federal funds for a fiscal year shall hold an educational program on the U.S. Constitution on September 17 of such year for the students served by the educational institution.” The Constitution and study of government are not only common curriculum goals and content standards in fourth grade, but also benchmark standards in Oregon. 

Objectives: 

Throughout this lesson, students will be able to demonstrate the ability to work cooperatively to develop their understanding of the rights of U.S. citizens by working in teams.

By the end of this lesson, students will also be able to demonstrate their understanding of the Bill of Rights by choosing and explaining three amendments, which they feel are most important.
At the culmination of the lesson, students will be able to apply their knowledge of the rights of U.S. citizens by creating and presenting a skit about one of the first ten amendments.

Rationale: It’s important for students to work cooperatively together, but it’s also important that they understand the information individually. In this lesson, students will go beyond understanding. They will demonstrate what they know and also be able to apply their knowledge.  
Benchmarks:

Oregon Benchmark Standard (4th Grade):

· Identify essential ideas of our republican form of government as expressed in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution

· Identify the rights of U.S. citizens

National Benchmark Standard (4th Grade): 

· NSS-USH.K-4.3: The history of the United States: Democratic Principles and Values

Rationale: These Oregon benchmark standards are related to the common curriculum goal of understanding the origins, purposes, and functions of U.S. government, including the structure and meaning of the U.S. Constitution. 
Preparation:

Materials - the book Constitution Translated or Kids by Cathy Travis, jar with numbered pieces from 1-10, class divided into 10 groups, two graphic organizers for students, bookmarked websites on the computer, other information on the Bill of Rights and textbooks and other books from the library.

Preparation - The book Constitution Translated for Kids by Cathy Travis should be checked out and in the classroom. A jar with numbered pieces of paper from 1-10 should be ready, and students should be divided into 10 groups of 2-3 in each. Two graphic organizers should be ready for the students. The first one will be for taking notes and organizing information on their own amendment. The second graphic organizer will be for keeping track of what the other amendments are all about. Other resources could include bookmarked websites about the Bill of Rights on the computers in the classroom, or in the computer lab if there is access to it. If no access to computers is available, have information about the Bill of Rights printed off for the students to browse through. Textbooks and other books about the Constitution and Bill of Rights would also be helpful to the students. 

Rationale: The Constitution book by Cathy Travis is a great book about hard topics. It breaks down these difficult to understand concepts into language students will be able to understand. The book will be a great introduction into The Bill of Rights, and hopefully it will energize students about the Bill of Rights. It’s important to have other materials, besides Internet resources and websites, for students to gather information from. Other books, textbooks and informational handouts should be available as well. 

Day 1

Lesson Introduction: (5 minutes)

Begin by asking, “We’ve been learning a little bit about the Constitution. Do you think it ever changes?” Take student answers. Then say, “Very few things last a long time without change, and the Constitution is one of those things. When the Constitution was written, the writers realized it wasn’t perfect. They wanted to make 12 changes or additions, which are called amendments. Only 10 of those 12 changes were made. Those first ten changes, or amendments, became the Bill of Rights. Other amendments happened over the years too. For a long time, women weren’t allowed to vote. However, in 1920, women gained the right to vote, because the 19th amendment passed. Since 1787, over 9,000 amendments have been proposed, but only 27 have been approved!”

Rationale: Asking a question in the beginning gets students thinking and processing. I think that by sharing some interesting facts, students will find them fascinating and be more intrigued and motivated to research the Bill of Rights. 
Sharing Objectives: (2 minutes) 

Say, “As we explore the Bill of Rights, I am hoping that you will have fun and work well together in teams, but I also hope that you learn some more important things about significant American documents. At the end of the lesson, we will come back together and discuss what we’ve learned.

Rationale: It’s important to let students know of teacher expectations and hopes, including fun. If students know a goal is to have fun, they will have fun and hopefully understand the material, because they are enjoying the process. 

Learning Activities: 

Pre-assessment of knowledge (8 minutes)

A. Ask students to raise their hands if they know anything else about the Bill of Rights.

B. Do a KWL chart for what students know and what they want to know about the Bill of Rights. Write their responses in question form and add my own teacher questions as well if they didn’t mention everything I had in mind.

Rationale: The KWL chart will provide a good picture of what students know, don’t know and want to know. In the future, lessons could be tailored to things they might all want to know, but weren’t in the plans before.  

Book (15 minutes)

A. Say, “I would now like to read you a part from one of my favorite books about the Bill of Rights. It is called Constitution Translated for Kids, and the author is Cathy Travis. 

B. Read the book – Message to Children section and The Bill of Rights section

C. After the story, ask:

a. Put your thumbs up if you liked the book. Put your thumb down if you didn’t like the book. Ask those with thumb down why they didn’t like the book, and those with thumb up why they liked it.

b. “Raise your hand if you can tell me something you found interesting.”

c. Explain that we’re only reading two sections today, but we’ll continue reading a little bit more each day.

Rationale: Reading the book is a fun way to introduce and give a broad overview of the topic. Each group of students will be researching one amendment, but this section of the book gives a broad overview. It’s important to ask for student feedback at the end to figure out how engaged they were/are. 

Explanation of Group Work (15 minutes)

A. Explain, “You will all be put into groups of 2 or 3. We’re going to have ten groups, because each group will draw a number from the jar. That number represents which amendment that group will be learning about. The first ten amendments of the Constitution are the Bill of Rights, and this is why we have ten groups and ten numbers.”
B. “Each group will work together using certain books and bookmarked websites to learn as much as you can about you amendment – what it means, why it’s important etc. I have a graphic organizer you can use if you choose to keep your information organized. Once you have gathered enough information, each group will create their own five-minute skit to present to the class. As a class, we’ll watch each skit and try to guess which amendment that group is showing us. Each group will also explain the significance of their amendment to the class. We won’t finish today. Get a good start on researching. If you want, at home tonight, you can gather more information, talk to your parents or research the amendment before class tomorrow.”

C. Call off student names to form groups. Have each group pick a number.

Rationale: These instructions are explained step by step so the students know exactly what is expected of them. Having the students pick numbers is more fun than choosing which amendment each group gets. It also gives the groups more ownership in their amendment if they pick it themselves, even if it is by luck. 

Group Work (13 minutes)

A. Students begin researching with teammates on computers and in books. The teacher provides a graphic organizer.

Rationale: Students need time to work together in class, using the resources available. A graphic organizer can help keep notes and other information organized.

Closure: (2 minutes)

A. “Go home tonight and see if you can find any more information. We’ll have about 15 minutes tomorrow to finish researching and about 15 minutes to think of your skit and practice it. We’ll do about 30 minutes of presenting tomorrow, and then finish the rest of the skits the next day. Good job today for your hard work. You’re all finding some great information, and I think the skits will be really fun tomorrow!”

Rationale: Although the main ‘closure’ of this lesson is done at the end of the third day, it’s important to end every lesson each day. Some students like to go above and beyond, or enjoy looking up information at home. By mentioning this option to students, they realize the time limits they will have tomorrow and an option to get more done at home. 

Day 2

Lesson Introduction: (1 minute)

“Great job yesterday everyone. As a reminder, you’ll have about fifteen or twenty minutes today to finish your researching and then about ten or fifteen minutes to think of and practice your skit. If you’ve already finished researching and think you have great information, then begin working on your skit. You can make it as elaborate as you would like, but remember to try to keep the skit to around five minutes. Good luck and start working!”

Rationale: Bringing everyone together to start the day refreshes the students’ minds as to what their task is, how much time they have and what the next steps are. It gets them focused and ready to work hard and have fun. 

Learning Activities: 

Group Work (30 minutes)

A. Students finish researching with teammates on computers and in books to learn as much as they can about their amendment. A graphic organizer is provided if they would like to use it to keep their information organized.

B. Once enough information is gathered, students begin creating and practicing their five minute skit.

Rationale: Most students will probably need this time to finish researching. Once they are finished researching, they’ll need time to work together and create/agree upon a skit. 

Presentation of Skits (28 minutes)

A. Hand out a different graphic organizer. Explain to the class, “Here’s another graphic organizer so you can keep track of each amendment as groups present. You’ll need to understand each amendment by the end of this lesson. Take notes as groups explain the significance of their amendment.” 

B. Five groups will present today. Once a group finishes their skit, the class can guess which amendment they were representing. The group presenting also explains the significance of their amendment. 

Rationale: Through the creation and presenting of skits, students will not only have demonstrated their understanding, but applied their knowledge of the Bill of Rights. 

Closure: (1 minute)

“Nice work today! You all worked really hard to finish researching and created some great skits. Tomorrow we’ll finish the rest of the skits and do a little writing to wrap everything up!”

Rationale: Although the main ‘closure’ of this lesson is done tomorrow, it’s important to end every lesson each day. I think students like hearing what’s happening the next day or where a project is headed. This way, they understand that skits will be finished tomorrow and there will be one last activity involving writing. This hopefully gives them something to look forward to. 

Day 3

Lesson Introduction: (1 minute)

“Great job yesterday everyone. We’re going to go right into the rest of the skits and then we’ll finish today with some writing once we know all about the rest of the amendments.”

Rationale: Bringing everyone together to start the day refreshes the students’ minds as to what their task is, how much time they have and what the next steps are. It gets them focused and ready to work hard and have fun. 
Learning Activities: 

Presentation of Skits (40 minutes)

A. Five groups will present today. Once a group finishes their skit, the class can guess which amendment they were representing. The group presenting also explains the significance of their amendment. 

Rationale: Through the creation and presenting of skits, students will not only have demonstrated their understanding, but applied their knowledge of the Bill of Rights. 
Closure: (19 minutes)

Students go back to their desks and get out a piece of paper and pencil. Using their amendment graphic organizer as a reference, have students individually write down what they feel are the three most important amendments and why. This allows students to not only summarize three amendments, but to use higher order thinking and analyzing in order to determine which they think are the most valuable and important. Gather student responses and debrief with the class. Ask if anyone would want to share what they liked the best about this lesson, or what they didn’t really like. Ask if anyone would like to share what he or she found most interesting or if anything in their research surprised them. Invite students to share with their parents about the Bill of Rights and to quiz them on all ten first amendments. 

Rationale: The closure activity allows students to demonstrate their individual understanding of the Bill of Rights by explaining three amendments and evaluating them. A quick debrief session allows everyone to come together in the end, to ask any final questions or to share any final thoughts or insights. It’s a nice way to wrap everything up as a class.
Student Evaluation: 

Students will be evaluated on the lesson objectives throughout the lesson as well as during their presentations and during the closure activity. The KWL chart will be used as a pre-assessment at the start of the lesson to see what students already know and what they want to know. Each time students gather on the floor and questions are asked, I would be assessing them based on their answers. I would be checking for understanding, and how many people were volunteering. I would be checking to see if the same people were volunteering information each time or if everyone was contributing. Based on their answers, I would be able to tell not only if the students were understanding the concepts, but also about their attitudes and if they were excited and engaged in the learning process. While students are working in their groups, I would walk around the room, listening and watching to see if students were able to work well together. I would be able to assess if students understood one right U.S. citizens have by watching each group present their skit and listening to their explanation of its significance. The skit does not have to be long, but it needs to be representative of the amendment. I would be able to assess students on their understanding of the rights of U.S. citizens (the Bill of Rights) more thoroughly by reading their explanation of the three most important amendments. 
Accommodations/Extensions: 

Those who have time and would like to go above and beyond creating a basic skit can make their skit more elaborate. They could include pictures, music, props or anything that would add to their own understanding as well as to the class’ understanding of the amendment. Students are encouraged to do as much research as needed to gain an understanding of their amendment. If students have time, they can do additional research that goes beyond the basic understanding and application of their amendment. No student will be working alone, unless that is a special need for an individual. Otherwise, group work should hopefully help those with special needs. If it is difficult for an individual to find information, I will have information in the form of handouts and printed off web pages available. I will also try to find as many picture books as possible to help all students in understanding these concepts. If students have difficulty reading, they will be working in groups and their partner could read out loud. 
Teacher Self-Reflection:
I am anticipating students will have many questions about the Bill of Rights and Constitution. In order to facilitate a smooth and effective lesson, it is imperative that I read up on the Bill of Rights and Constitution. I will have many resources available in the classroom for student use, as well as my own use. I don’t intend to know everything, but by having a good understanding, I will hopefully be able to answer most student questions. I am also anticipating a busy and active atmosphere, but by providing students with specific amendments, I am hoping they will be able to focus and work hard in their groups. I am also anticipating that this might take longer than I thought. I originally thought this lesson, including presentations, would last two days. However, I know a third day is necessary in order to allow sufficient time for all groups to present. 
Resources:

The website http://www.congressforkids.net/ was used to gather information about the Constitution and Bill of Rights. This information was presented in the introduction during Day 1.
