Title: Eric Carle Fish (or other sea creatures)

Context: This lesson is designed for kindergartners. The lesson could be done any time of year, but works great if studying fish or the ocean. This lesson could be done in one day, but because the paint needs to dry after two separate steps, it would be best to make this art project into two days. The first day would cover the steps up to and including painting the fish and painting the polk-a-dots. Total time for the first day would be around an hour and a half. Sketching the fish, drawing it on painted paper, cutting it out and assembling it should be done on the second day. Total time for the second day would be around 45 minutes to an hour. 

Rationale: This lesson plan can tie in nicely with the study of sea life, but it’s also a way to talk about different art mediums. Students who usually paint with tempera paint will have a chance to explore watercolor paint, because it’s never too early to learn about various kinds of art. 
Objectives:

Fine motor skills: During this lesson, SWBAT demonstrate their ability to paint, draw, cut out, and glue together a sea creature.

During this lesson, SWBAT demonstrate their ability to use their imagination and creativity by producing their own, unique sea creature.

Throughout this lesson, SWBAT apply their knowledge of watercolor painting and Eric Carle art by creating their own painted paper and sea creature in the manner used by Eric Carle.

Rationale: In Kindergarten, many students are still developing their fine motor skills. Painting, drawing, cutting and gluing are all procedures that use fine motor skills. This project allowed all students to work on their fine motor skills, while creatively engaging in art. In this lesson, students will also go beyond understanding. They will demonstrate what they know about Eric Carle’s technique with paint and also be able to apply their knowledge. 
Benchmarks: 

Art– 

· Use experiences, imagination, essential elements and organizational principles to achieve a desired effect when creating, presenting and/or performing works of art.

· Explore aspects of the creative process and the effect of different choices on one’s work.

English Language Arts – 

· Correctly answer simple questions about a text read aloud.

· Make predictions based on illustrations or portions of the story.

· Listen when others are speaking.

· Understand and follow one-and two-step oral directions.

Rationale: These benchmarks have been set by the Oregon Department of Education. By the end of 3rd grade, all students should be able to demonstrate the skills outlined in the art benchmarks above, and therefore, Kindergarten students will work towards them. By the end of Kindergarten, all students should be able to demonstrate the skills outlined in the English Language Arts benchmarks above. 

Preparation:

Materials -

· The book, Mr. Seahorse, by Eric Carle

· Black or blue construction paper for the background of the fish (or have the students paint their own during center time or free choice)

· White paper for sketching and painting

· Pencils

· Water color paint

· Paint brushes 

· Tempera paint for details

· Containers for paint and water

· Scissors and glue

Preparation – 

· Have a prepared example of a finished sea creature to give students an idea

· Have another piece of paper already painted to demonstrate how to cut out a sea creature

· Have white paper and paint to demonstrate the painting process

· Have paint and brushes ready for students, along with all the paper they will need (set up at each table while students are self-monitoring themselves on the carpet, before school starts or at recess)

· Once the painted paper has dried, set out pencils, scissors and glue 

Rationale: The teacher needs to gather the Eric Carle book for the lesson and have all materials ready for the students. Examples will give students an idea of what a finished product could look like, and having the materials ready for the demonstrations saves time and keeps students focused. 
Day 1

Lesson Introduction/Set: (5 minutes)

Call students to the carpet. Say, “Eric Carle wrote this book called Baby Bear Baby Bear What Do You See? Put your thumbs up if you remember reading this book.” Ask students to look at the illustrations and then say, “Do you remember making the painted paper?” Take student responses and say, “Eric Carle used tempera paint to make his painted paper for these illustrations in the Baby Bear book and that’s what you used when you made painted paper. However, in this book called Mr. Seahorse, he uses a different kind of paint to make his painted paper. He uses watercolor paints. Raise your hand very quietly if you’ve ever used watercolors before?” 

Rationale: By briefly discussing tempera paint and other Eric Carle books first, the teacher is starting with something the students already know. They’ll be able to recognize the book and past art projects. This activates existing schema. Then the book Mr. Seahorse introduces a new idea (watercolor paint), and it’s important to find out how many students are familiar with this type of art medium.  

Lesson Objectives: (2 minutes)

Then explain, “What we’re going to do first is preview the book. This means looking through the book at all the illustrations before we read it, because you are each going to be making your own sea creature tomorrow out of paper you paint today. I want you to get some great ideas of all the different kinds of creatures and colors that are used to make them.”

Rationale: It’s important for students to know what to expect in this lesson, and gives them something to look forward to. 

Learning Activities: 
Book Experience  (20 minutes)

A. Preview Mr. Seahorse with the class - pointing out characteristics and colors

B. Remind students that as I read, they should be looking at the illustrations and the colors, so they can start thinking about what color(s) they will use to make their own sea creatures

C. Read Mr. Seahorse to the class and ask questions throughout

D. After the story, ask the students:

a. What kinds of creatures did you see? (seahorses, fish)

b. What colors did you see in the pictures? (pink, blue, yellow, green, brown etc.)

c. Were they bright colors or dark colors? (bright)

d. Was their only one kind of fish or lots of different kinds of fish? Did they all look the same? (many kinds of fish that looked different)

Rationale: Reading a book is a fun way to introduce different types of art. The students are intrigued by the storyline, yet as we preview the book and read through it, they are actively engage in analyzing the art, colors, textures and details.  
Explain and Demonstrate Step 1 of the Art Project (10 minutes)

A. Say to students, “Remember how I asked you to pay attention to the sea creatures and colors in the book? Well that’s because each of you are going to make your very own sea creature, just like Eric Carle made his sea creatures! There were all different kinds of creatures in the book, so yours will be different from what your neighbor will make. You can make it your very own.”

B. Explain the steps by saying:

a. “Here’s how you will start your sea creature. First you will be handed a white piece of paper. Start thinking now what colors you want it to be. Don’t say it out loud, just think hard to yourself. You will use the watercolor paint to color the paper all the different colors you want your fish to be.”

b. Demonstrate painting the paper in front of students and say, “This paint is called watercolor. You will dip your brush into some water and then dip it into the paint. Then you will paint this onto your paper. You can use as many different colors as you would like, but you need to dip your paintbrush into the water to wash it off every time, before you change colors!” 

c. Then say, “Did you notice that some of those fish had spots or stripes or other designs on them? Well, after this watercolor paint dries, you can use another kind of paint to add detail and design to your fish if you would like, but I’ll show you that after our watercolor painting dries.”

d. Dismiss students to go back to their seats and start painting by saying, “When I hand you a piece of white paper, you may go back to your seat and start painting. Remember to paint the WHOLE paper. Don’t just paint a fish, because we are going to be cutting sea creatures out of the painted paper! When you are finished painting, leave it at your desk to dry. Then, go to the carpet where the puzzles will be set out.”

Rationale: These instructions are explained step-by-step so the students know exactly what is expected of them. It’s important to also refer back to the art in the book when demonstrating so the students will be reminded of what the objectives are. Asking students questions activates their thinking and engages them in the demonstration.  Summarizing the steps and taking questions right before individual work time provides an opportunity for students to clarify any misunderstandings or confusion. 
Individual Work Time (30 minutes)

A. Students paint their entire paper using watercolors

a. Teacher circulates the room to observe and evaluate students’ progress and to help as necessary 

b. Set papers aside to dry completely before continuing with the next step

Rationale: The teacher definitely needs to circulate, because students might have a tendency to start painting sea creatures. Although thoroughly demonstrated, some students might not understand the concept of painting the entire paper first.
Explain and Demonstrate Step 2 of Art Project (7 minutes)

A. After the water colored papers have dried, call students back to the carpet to explain the next steps:

a. Open the book again and remind students that they just painted the paper for their sea creatures, and they painted it all different colors. Then say, “Do any of you notice any other details on the sea creatures besides the color of their body? Look carefully. What else do you see?” (Have already discussed what details are)

c. Take student responses, and then explain that many of the sea creatures have polk-a-dots as details, and that is our next step. Say, “We are going to use tempera paint to make our polk-a-dots. This is the paint you usually paint with at the easel and what you used last time when you made painted paper.”

d. Demonstrate making polk-a-dots on painted paper. While demonstrating, explain that the dots can be big or little and ask questions:

i. “Am I pushing the paint brush down really, really hard?” (no)

ii. “Am I getting lots and lots of paint all over this paint brush?” (no)

e. Explain, “We’ll have to let this paper dry again, but tomorrow we will finish making our fish. Are there any questions?” Take student questions and then say, “Okay, I’ll excuse you by table groups to go back to your table and start painting your dots!”

Rationale: These instructions are explained step-by-step so the students know exactly what is expected of them. It’s important to also refer back to the art in the book when demonstrating so the students will be reminded of what the objectives are. Asking students questions activates their thinking and engages them in the demonstration. Summarizing the steps and taking questions right before individual work time provides an opportunity for students to clarify any misunderstandings or confusion. 
Individual Work Time (15 minutes)

B. Students paint polka-a-dots onto their water colored paper

a. Teacher circulates the room to observe and evaluate students’ progress and to help as necessary 

b. Set papers aside to dry completely before continuing with the next step

Rationale: The teacher should circulate, because some students might not understand the instructions. Others will need help when they are done and a place to put their painted paper. 

Closure: (1 minute)

Say to the students, “Tonight I want you to go home and think about what kind of sea creature you want to make tomorrow. It could be an eel, a fish, a shark, a seahorse or anything else that lives in the ocean. Think hard tonight, and come to school tomorrow ready to make your creature!”

Rationale: Although the main ‘closure’ of this lesson is done at the end of the second day, it’s important to end every lesson each day. Asking students to think about what kind of creature to make will not only get students excited, but many will come to school the next day full of great ideas. Some students might like to look up information and pictures at home or talk with siblings and/or parents about sea creatures.
Day 2

Lesson Introduction/Set: (4 minutes)

Gather students on the carpet and say, “Raise your hand very quietly if you thought long and hard last night about what kind of sea creature you want to make? Some of you might have had a hard time thinking of something, so take one minute and share with your neighbor what kind of sea creature you’re going to make today.”

Rationale: Bringing everyone together to start the day refreshes the students’ minds as to what their task is, how much time they have and what the next steps are. It gets them focused and ready to work hard and have fun. Asking students to briefly share their sea creature ideas will give other students suggestions as to what they could do.
Lesson Objectives: (1 minutes)

Explain to the students, “Since our paper is completely dry today, we can finally put our sea creatures together. There are a few steps we’re going to go through, but by the end of class, you will each have a finish sea creature!

Rationale: It’s important for students to know what to expect in this lesson, and gives them something to look forward to. 
Learning Activities: 
Explain and Demonstrate the Art Project  (7 minutes)

A. Explain to students that before they cut out their sea creature from the painted paper, they are going to practice sketching it, so they have a better idea of what they want it to look like. Say, “You will each get another white piece of paper to sketch out your fish on. You can make it long or thin, big or little, however you want.”

B. Demonstrate sketching a fish on white paper

C. Then say, “Once you have sketched out what you want your sea creature to look like, take your painted piece of paper and flip it over. On the backside, you will sketch your sea creature again. 

D. Demonstrate sketching it again on the back of painted paper

E. Then say, “After you have it sketched your creature on your painted paper, you can use scissors to cut out the body. You’ll have all this extra paper and you can use this to make fins, scales, spikes, eyes, teeth, a mouth or anything else you want on your fish. You will glue this all down on another piece of paper that we will come around and hand out to you. 

F. Demonstrate cutting out the fish, and gluing it onto paper. Also demonstrate cutting out the extras like a mouth, eyes, fin etc.

G. Take student questions and then excuse them to go back to their seats by handing them a piece of white paper they will use to sketch their creature on.

Rationale: These instructions are explained step-by-step so the students know exactly what is expected of them. It’s important to also refer back to the art in the book when demonstrating so the students will be reminded of what the objectives are. Asking students questions activates their thinking and engages them in the demonstration.  Summarizing the steps and taking questions right before individual work time provides an opportunity for students to clarify any misunderstandings or confusion. 

Individual Work Time (30 minutes)

A. Students assemble their sea creatures by:

a. Sketching desired sea creature

b. Then turn over painted paper and re-sketch sea creature

c. Cut out body, head, fin etc.

d. Use extra paper (solid construction and painted paper) to add details such as eyes, teeth, fins, spikes, sea weed and rocks

e. Glue everything onto paper

B. Teacher circulates the room to observe and evaluate students’ progress and to help as necessary 

C. Set papers aside to dry completely before hanging them up

Rationale: The teacher should circulate, because some students might not understand the instructions. Some students might also get frustrated with cutting or with how their sea creature turned out. Others will need help when they are done and a place to put their painted paper. 

Closure: (3 minutes)

Gather students back on the carpet and have them share with a neighbor what kind of sea creatures they ended up making. Ask students to put their thumbs up if they liked making their sea creatures or a thumbs down if they didn’t like making them. Ask students what kind of painted paper they liked better – using tempera paint or watercolor paint. Then explain that there are other ways to make painted paper too, and maybe next time we can read another book that does it a different way and possibly do another painted paper project. Ask the students if they would like this. 

Rationale: The closure activity for this lesson allows students to reflect on the lesson by sharing responses and feelings about their work. It also allows everyone to come back together after working so hard to ask any final questions or to share any final thoughts or insights. It’s a nice way to wrap everything up as a class. 

Student Evaluation:
Students will be evaluated as the teacher circulates the room. The assessment will be informal and will consider the manner in which students painted their paper and created their sea creatures in relation to Eric Carle’s artwork in Mr. Seahorse. 
Rational: Assessing the students on their ability to meet the lesson objectives is important and necessary in determining their level of understanding and ability to create art inspired by Eric Carle’s technique. 

Accommodations/Extensions:

The students will be able to paint their paper anyway they want and with whatever colors they choose. This freedom allows students to put in as much or as little effort as they decide, but they know the criteria includes painting the entire paper and then creating one sea creature. When creating their sea creatures, students are encouraged to help each other and share ideas. Students can be as creative and detailed as they wish. 

Teacher Self-Reflection:

I anticipate that students will be familiar with painted paper, because they have previously created some using tempera paint. The book Mr. Seahorse will serve as a resource for the background and details of the sea creatures. I will encourage students to brainstorm together possible sea creatures, and I will point out different characteristics while previewing and reading in order to give students ideas. I also want to point out the variety in sea life, not only different creatures, but also their shapes and colors. I’m sure the students will be very eager to discuss what they see, and although I encourage student participation, I am concerned about keeping them quiet at times and getting their attention when they are working. They love to paint, so I am also anticipating they will enjoy this project.
Resources:

The books Baby Bear Baby Bear What Do You See? and Mr. Seahorse were used to discuss different types of art medium (tempera paint and watercolor paint) and as the basis for the entire art project. 

