Lesson Title: Word Choice

Grade Level/Subject: Third Grade Language Arts

Benchmarks:

Writing:

· Use words that describe, explain or provide additional details and connections

Objectives: Students will be able to demonstrate their understanding of word choice by brainstorming alternative words as a class and by individually examining and modifying their own word choice in one piece of writing.
Assessment: Students will have revised and modified their word choice at least five times in one piece of writing.

Materials: white board and pens
Length of Lesson: 10 minutes

	Pacing
	Procedures/Activities (T&S)
	Teacher Actions/Notes

	1 minute

4 minutes

2 minutes


	1) Set: Write, “I had a good time at the football game on Saturday.” on the board and read it out loud.

2) Teacher Presentation: I think this sentence is boring, because I’m tired of using the word “good.” I need some other ideas about what I could write instead of good. Who can think of another word that would let somebody know how I felt about the game on Saturday?

3) Write, “I can’t believe it,” said Billy.” on the board. Ask who can think of alternatives to the word “said”.
	Call on individuals to answer questions posed; ask others for agreement.

On board: great, exciting, awesome, fantastic, exhilarating, thrilling, grand, splendid, remarkable, magnificent, terrific

Are there any more words you can think of to use instead of the word “good”?

Call on individuals to answer question posed; ask others for agreement.

On board: announced, commented, declared, remarked, added, continued, confessed, disclosed, revealed, admitted, demanded, insisted, answered, explained, exclaimed, proposed, suggested, cried, mumbled, scolded, shouted, whispered

	2 minutes
	4) Closure: What do these different words do to the sentences? (Makes them more exciting, changes things up, less boring, better description)

5) Look at all these different words you can use instead of “said” or instead of “good”. You just brainstormed all these alternatives. 

6) Each of you can make your writing more interesting and descriptive, just by thinking about the words you are using. It’s called your word choice. Instead of writing, “mean,” you could write “nasty, unkind, cruel, callous, uncaring, or unpleasant.”

 
	Call on individuals to answer question posed; ask others for agreement.

	1 minute
	Student Activity: Today, during writing workshop, each of you will examine your word choice in one piece of writing of your choice. Check to see if you always wrote, “said” or “good” or if there was another word you repeatedly used. Brainstorm ideas you have and change at least five words in your writing. Mark your revised section with a sticky note titled “Word Choice” so I can find which piece of writing you were working on. If you finish early, share your new words with someone around you.
	


