Lesson Title: Contractions

Grade Level/Subject: Third Grade Language Arts

Benchmarks:

Writing:

· Correctly use apostrophes in contractions (can’t, didn’t, won’t)

Objectives: Students will be able to demonstrate their understanding of contractions by revising one piece of writing and correctly forming and underlining contractions throughout it. 

Assessment: Students will have revised one piece of writing by correctly creating contractions throughout it and underlining each one. 

Materials: white board and pens

Length of Lesson: 10 minutes

	Pacing
	Procedures/Activities (T&S)
	Teacher Actions/Notes

	1 minute

5 minutes
	1) Set: Who has an idea of what the word contract means? (Squeeze together and make smaller)

2) Teacher Presentation: A contraction is a word made of two words that are put together and then made shorter. 

3) Write “can + not = can’t” and “are + not = aren’t” on the board

4) Explain that “can’t” and “aren’t” are called contractions. The ‘ (apostrophe) takes the place of letters that are taken out of the word. 

5) Write on board with two colors to show difference: can not = can’t

6) Explain that in the contraction can’t, the apostrophe takes the place of the letters “n” and “o”.

7) Write “I can’t stop reading this book!” on the board. Read the sentence with the contraction.

8) Ask, “Who can think of another contraction?”


	Call on individuals to answer question posed; ask others for agreement.

Call on individuals to answer question posed; ask others for agreement.

On board: It’s [It is]; There’s [There is]; You’re [You are]; Wouldn’t [Would not]; I’ve [I have]; I’m [I am]

	2 minutes
	9) Closure: Why do you think we use contractions? What are they good for? (Usually used in informal writing – not formal, shortens what you have to write, use them naturally when we speak)
	Call on individuals to answer question posed; ask others for agreement.

	2 minutes
	Student Activity: Today, during writing workshop, each of you will examine the words in one piece of writing of your choice. Check to see if you can make contractions with any of your words. You may have already written many contractions, because that’s how we usually speak, and it might have come out in your writing. Go through and underline each contraction you have or create in your piece of writing. Mark your revised section with a sticky note titled “Contractions” so I can find which piece of writing you were working on. If you finish early, share your contractions with someone around you.
	Ask students if they have any questions.


