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1. Title: Native American Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation

2. Context: This lesson is designed as part of a 4th grade Social Studies curriculum and is rooted in a three week study of the state of Oregon. This lesson will be the first lesson in the unit. This will be the first of two lessons focusing on Native Americans in Oregon. 
a. Rationale: Every spring, the 4th graders at my placement school study the state of Oregon, this is why there will be an Oregon unit. I want to teach a lesson about Native American tribes from Oregon because their history is often left out of texts and lessons. I hope that by giving the students a different perspective through which to view Oregon history that they will be challenged to think at a higher level of Bloom’s Taxonomy, especially at the level of Evaluation where they will have to make a judgment about the history that textbooks talk about and the history that they are learning in class. I hope that students will be made to construct their own understanding of the history of Oregon, a key element of the constructivist view of learning that I hold. I am teaching it as the first lesson for two reasons. First, I want to challenge my students already existing schemas about history, because according to Piaget when previously held schemas are challenged students are forced to accommodate or assimilate new information and learning takes place. I hope that by challenging their pre-existing schemas immediately I can engage them in more meaningful thought processes throughout the unit. Secondly, chronologically Native tribes and groups were here before white men. I believe that teaching the lesson first will give students a more accurate idea of who was here first in history. Finally, I will be teaching two lessons exclusively on Native groups because in the first lesson we will write letters to the tribes of the Warm Springs reservation, and when we get replies I would like to focus another lesson on what the students learn from these replies.

3. Objectives: 1. By the end of this lesson, students will demonstrate their comprehension of the fact that Native American tribes still exist today by corresponding with Native American tribes through letter writing. 2. By the end of this lesson students will be able to synthesize their knowledge about Native American tribes in Oregon, by formulating meaningful questions they would like to ask a Native American tribe, and composing a letter to a member of the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs reservation. 3. By the end of this lesson, students will demonstrate their understanding of the impact that European colonization had on Native populations in the Oregon area through discussio with classmates and the teacher about these effects. 
a. Rationale: For the first objective, I chose to emphasize the need for students to understand that Native tribes are not a thing of the past because it seems that too often students believe that a Native American is someone from a hundred years ago who dressed differently and acted differently than themselves. I hope to make them aware that the issues that took place in Oregon history still have impact today. I chose to assess my meeting of this objective by having the students write letters to Native tribes because in this way we will get history from a perspective that I cannot give them in class. The is related to the ideas in Rethinking Our Classrooms that history is sometimes skewed and that giving the most accurate picture usually involves authentic and opposing points of view. For objective 2 I chose to expand upon my first objective by stating that the questions that we create will be meaningful to my students as an individual group. I hope that by allowing students to create their own questions, they will be more invested in and motivated by the lesson. Motivation is a key factor in student learning. I also hope that it will address Erikson’s Industry vs. Inferiority stage, because students will be actively pursuing the learning goals and playing a vital role in their own education leading to a feeling of industry.  For my 3rd objective I chose to specifically focus on the impact that white settlers had on Native American populations because this will foster the need for direct thought about the impact that people have on one another. I decided to have students meet this objective through discussion in class with peers and the teacher because according to Vygotsky’s Social Learning Theory, children learn first through social interaction and then internalize the new information. Also, as a part of the differentiation that will take place I hope that in discussion peers will scaffold each other to think more deeply about the information and form an opinion about it. Those learners in my classroom who take more time to absorb information can contribute to the group as well by responding to a comment instead of having to think of one of their own. I also hope that discussion will foster a sense of a “learning community” in the classroom.
4. Benchmarks:

· SS.05.HS.03: Understand how history can be organized using themes, geography, or chronology.

· SS.05.HS.05.01: Identify and understand the groups living in the Western Hemisphere before European exploration, their ways of life, and the empires they developed.

· SS.05.HS.05.02:Understand the impact of early European exploration on Native Americans and on the land.

· SS.05.HS.06.02: Understand the interactions and contributions of the various people and cultures that have lived in or migrated to the area that is now Oregon from pre-history through the period of the American Revolution.

· EL.04.WR.21: Write smoothly and legibly in cursive or manuscript, forming letters and words that can be read by others.

· EL.05.WR.10: Write for different purposes and to a specific audience or person, adjusting tone and style as appropriate.

· Rationale: I will be meeting the first benchmark by demonstrating to students that we can talk about the history of a state, the history of a group of people, or history according to what came first and still be talking about “Oregon history”. I will meet the second benchmark by introducing to students three Native Tribes that live and lived in the area where Oregon is now and talking about their ways of life. I will meet the 3rd benchmark by talking about how European exploration and settlement affected the three tribes. I will meet the 4th benchmark by talking about how the Native population shaped Oregon history by sharing the treaties that were signed by the tribes. I will meet the 5th benchmark by having students demonstrate their handwriting abilities through the writing of letters. I will meet the 6th benchmark by giving the students a specific audience to write their letters to, that is a Native American tribe. I have chosen these benchmarks because they are part of the 4th and 5th 
5. Preparation: Contact the Warm Springs Reservation to see if they would be willing to participate in letter correspondence with a 4th grade class and if so to whom the children should address the letters. Will need to prepare overheads that show the areas occupied by Native American tribes from before settlement through to the present reservation boundaries. Have timeline overhead and handouts for students of the history of the Warm Springs tribes. Have an overhead and handouts of a sample from a treaty signed by the tribes.  Have lined paper for drafting of letters and final drafts of letters. Have envelopes, stamps, and the address where the letters are to be sent. Get a pad of sticky notes to distribute to students.


a. Rationale: I need to contact the Warm Springs Reservation to ensure that they are willing to receive and respond to letters from a 4th grade class and to see if there is anything they would like me to mention in the lesson. I will need to do this far enough in advance to get an approximate idea of how long it will take to get responses from the tribes as I can then plan my follow-up lesson. I want to prepare overheads and handouts of the area occupied by Native tribes, a timeline and a treaty for my visual learners who must see something to understand it as well as a handout so that students, such as ELL students, who may have trouble reading along on the overhead can have a copy to refer to at a later time and to ask questions from. I want to give a timeline so that students who respond to chronological organization can better understand the topic. I want to have lined paper for letter writing as many of the students still need guiding lines to write in and so unlined paper or stationary would be inappropriate.

6. Lesson Introduction/Set: This first lesson will be 2hrs in length. 

A. Introduce topic of the “history” of Oregon. Ask students when they think the history of Oregon began. Challenge them to think about the history of the land before it was called Oregon. (7 min)

B. Tell students that this lesson will be the first in a unit on Oregon and that we are starting with Native American history and culture. (3 min)

a. Rationale: I want to discover what my students conceptions of Oregon and history are before I begin so that I can adjust my teaching to the level of understanding they already possess. This is why I will start by questioning when Oregon History starts.
7. Sharing Objectives: Tell students: The purpose of this lesson is to engage you in active thinking about the important roles Native Americans have in the history of the state of Oregon. We will learn about some tribes that are still around today, and the history of these tribes. We will think of some questions that we still have about Native American tribes, and write to them to learn from their perspective. (4 min)

a. Rationale: I think it is important at this point to introduce to students what I expect them to take from the lesson, and to introduce the fact that we will be corresponding with Native groups so that students know what will be required of them and can think about the questions they have for their letters throughout the lesson, not just at the end.
8. Learning Activities: 

a. Show maps on the overhead and discuss how the maps changed over the years. Point out how much land the Native tribes lost. Engage students in discussion of why this happened and if they think it was right. (10min)

b. Talk about specific tribes from the Warm Springs reservation. Have timeline on overhead while we discuss their history, culture, lifestyles etc. Have students talk about what they did that was similar and different to what other cultures might have done. Talk about specifics such as food, ceremonies, housing, art, language etc.(20 min)

c. Talk about the effects that European exploration and settlement had on Native populations. Mention disease, loss of land, trade opportunities, missions, melding of cultures. With the discussion of disease do an activity with the students where they all get up and form a “tribe”. Then, based on the percentage killed by disease, I tell a certain number of people to sit down to illustrate how many people died.(15 min)

d. Introduce topic of treaties, explain what they were and why they were formed, read parts of a treaty displayed on overhead. Have students discuss whether they think that treaties were fair or not and if they believe that treaties should still be valid today. Discuss how treaties are “hot topics” politically today. (15 min)
e. Generate sample questions for letter writing encouraging students to ask questions that will give them information about how a Native American tribe member feels about historical and contemporary events. (5-8min)

f. Draft letters (20 min)

g. Final copy letters (10 min)


Rationale: I want to start with the maps to give the students an understanding of the area of land we are discussing and to show them how drastically the land held by Native tribes was reduced. I want to introduce the tribes from the Warm Springs reservation because that is who they will be writing letters to and I want them to be informed about the group to whom they are writing. I gave this part of the lesson the most time as I want to really give the students lots of information about the tribes’ cultures as this will be a foundation in all the other components of the lesson. I want to make comparisions to other cultures to enforce the idea that we have differences and similarities with other cultures, which is important in multicultural education. I want to talk about the effects that settlers had on Natives that are both positive and negative because to discuss only the negative is to give a skewed perspective, even if it is from a different point of view. I will bring in the topic of treaties because it can be directly related to issues today and according to Dewey, children bring with them their experiences to the classroom and use these experiences when forming new meaning and ideas. I want to engage students in history as something that still has an effect on today’s world. I want to generate sample questions to jump start student thinking about what to write and to provide my students with higher need a sample from which to draw their own questions if necessary. I want to give plenty of time to the writing of the letters so that students aren’t rushed and can take the time to really think deeply about what they want to know and ask. I don’t have any part of the lesson at greater than 20 minutes, because any longer than this and I find my students attention starts to wander. This is also why I included a physical activity – the disease activity – in the middle of the lesson, to get my students moving for a little while. Also this activity will help my kinesthetic learners as they will get the information by using their bodies.
9. Closure: Share letters with table group and discuss why they asked the questions they did and what they have learned. Ask students what they have learned and what they would like to know more about. Have them write one thing they have learned and one thing they still want to know or don’t understand on a sticky note for collection. (10 min)


Rationale: I want students to share in small groups to implement cooperative learning strategies. By having them do small group discussion at this point instead of whole group, everyone will get a chance to share and I can wander among groups listening to students. This is also a less threatening way to share than with the whole class so students who don’t like speaking in front of large groups will be able to share. I want to verbally ask students what they learned to get an idea of if there is any last point I need to clarify and to have them verbalize what they have learned. I want to have them fill out the sticky notes so that I can see what students picked up on concepts, who didn’t quite get it, and what the students either want or need to know more about. It will provide me with documentation so that I don’t forget what it is students did and did not understand to facilitate me in any follow up teaching and lessons I do.
10. Student Evaluation: Students will be evaluated through participation in discussion and on the thought and effort they put in to drafting their letters.


Rationale: I want to evaluate students based on two criteria so that those who don’t choose to share in group can demonstrate what they learned to me through their letter writing. I think that by having multiple forms of assessment I can get a better understanding of student learning and accommodate the different learning styles in my classroom. It will be important for them to be assessed on the letter also because the letter will be used in the next lesson on Native Americans that we do.
11. Teacher Self-Reflection: Before: I think that the biggest problem I face with this lesson will be engaging students in the history of different tribes. I hope that the idea of writing to a reservation will help to engage them in the process of discussing and generating questions. I also fear that some student’s letters may not be thoughtful or appropriate. To aide in this, I will circulate the room as they work making sure to check in with children who I know have a hard time writing or formulating ideas. In addition, I will proofread all letters before they are sent so that anything that needs to be fixed can be done. 


Rationale: I decided that one of my biggest fears was that students would not write appropriate or thoughtful letters, and so decided the best way to combat this was to check all letters and help children start thinking about their letters through the formulations of some stock questions as a group. I took the time to reflect on the lesson before I taught it to see if I could avoid any potential pitfalls along the way.
