OTEN GRANT APPLICATION FORM

	NAME OF APPLICANT

Project Leader: Ana-Lauren McKeen




	TITLE OF PROJECT

Learning Documentaries- Weather


	APPLICANTS INSTITUTION

Pacific University- Forest Grove


	ADDRESS (of Project Leader or sole applicant)

4640 SW Greensboro Way #206

Beaverton, OR 97007

Phone & Fax numbers: 503-352-5852

E-mail Address: amckeen@pacificu.edu


	SYNOPSIS OF PROJECT (attach additional pages if needed)

Students will have the option to make video documentaries of their experience learning about weather. They will start by filming their predictions about the unit, what they think they will learn, what they will like, and what they already think they know. Throughout the unit, they will do video “check-ins” that allow them to discuss what they have learned, what has been powerful for them, and what surprised them. They will share projects and assignments on film. As a final piece, they will reflect on the unit and their learning experience.

*See attached pages for full description


	BUDGET
Amount Requested: $280.98

Breakdown of expenditures: Student Teacher (Ana-Lauren McKeen) will have final ownership of all materials.

*Canon MiniDV Digital Camcorder, Model ZR500: $249.99

*Sunpack Platinum Plus 59’’ Tripod Model 5800D: $30.99




Applicant Signature_________________________________________   Date_________

Mentor Teacher Signature_____________________________________ Date_________


This project will be created for a second grade classroom, with a wide range of students including TAG, students on behavior plans, ELL, and emerging students.  This project will be accessible to all students, and would be especially powerful for the students who are struggling in school such as my emergent students. This project will be implemented during a unit on weather, and students will have the option to – instead of doing a final project – create a documentary of their learning throughout the unit. This project will require a digital video camera and a tripod. A personal computer will be used for the editing of the video.

Students who choose this option will begin by filming an introduction/prediction about the unit. They will talk about what they think they know about weather already, what they hope to learn from the unit, and how they think of themselves as a learner at the moment. Throughout the unit, students will film several video “check-ins” in which they share what they are learning, questions they still have, projects and assignments they have completed, as well as how they are engaging themselves in the learning process. They will talk about what they think their strengths have been so far, and what weaknesses they still feel they need to work on.  As a final piece, students will watch the video of themselves and then record a final reflection on how they think they have grown, what they have learned, and how they will use the information they have acquired in the future.


Videotaping will take place during some recess and/or lunch times, as well as a final reflection being filmed while other students are working on their final projects. Students will be informed of this time commitment at the beginning of the project. The students will then help the teacher in editing the video, and creating a DVD for evaluation by the teacher and then for their portfolio. This option will be made available for 4-6 students, the final number to be based on student interest.  Students will receive directions about what will be included in the video, including a prediction/introduction, 4-5 “check-ins”, and a final viewing and reflection.  We will discuss what types of things will be looked for in each of these sections, including what they should be thinking about, things they can share and talk about etc. These discussions will continue throughout the process.


I believe that this project is an example of a pedagogically powerful integration of technology into the curriculum. It will provide students with the opportunity to think about their own learning process and see and reflect on personal growth.  It will encourage higher level thinking skills from Bloom’s taxonomy by requiring students to analyze their own learning styles and journeys and then evaluate their practices and development. I believe that in many classrooms students do not have adequate opportunity to reflect on how they are learning, on their own strengths and weaknesses, and on the ways that they grow. By giving students the opportunity to examine themselves as learners, they will feel more empowered and able to exert control over their educational choices and opportunities. It will also enable students to discuss and explain material from the weather curriculum, and by hitting the comprehension level on Bloom’s taxonomy instead of just memorization, they will be able to retain and recall the information from the unit much more easily and accurately.


I accept the responsibility to create a presentation for the spring OTEN conference about this project. I have the full support of my mentor teacher, Jane West (signature page turned in to Mark Bailey). I will retain all materials for use in my future classroom.

