Lesson Plan – Map Hunt

Becky Tengs

Context: Fifth Grade lesson on using maps and charts to interpret geographic information

Objectives
Before this lesson, students will have demonstrated an understanding of basic geographic vocabulary such as concepts of location, direction, distance, scale, movement, and region using appropriate words and diagrams (SS.05.GE.01).  

During this lesson, students will be able to demonstrate their knowledge of basic map elements by successfully completing the map hunt and collecting the drop site materials.

Throughout this lesson, students will be able to demonstrate collaboration skills by working together in small groups.  Students will also demonstrate their ability to read a map by independently leading their teammates to (1) drop site.

At the culmination of the lesson, students will be able to demonstrate their creativity and map skills by independently recreating a map of Pacific University that includes at least 4 of the 6 locations visited during the map hunt, a key, and important geographical information.

Benchmarks: Social Sciences/Geography/Fifth Grade

Understand the spatial concepts of location, distance, direction, scale, movement and region:

· Know and use basic map elements to answer geographic questions or display geographic information.

Use maps and other geographic tools and technologies to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective:

· Examine and understanding how to prepare maps, charts, and other visual representations to locate places and interpret geographic information (SS.05.GE.02)

· Use maps and charts to interpret geographic information (SS.05.GE.02.01)

· Read, interpret, and understand how to construct geographic representations to analyze information, understand spatial relationships, and compare places (SS.08.GE.02)

Preparation: 

Materials Needed:

· General Map of Forest Grove

· Pacific University Maps (locate/print maps for each student and volunteer)

· Out & About Bags (containing pencil, notebook)

· First Aid Kits (one for each group)

· Camera for each group volunteer

· Yardsticks for each group

· Create observation worksheet for volunteers

· White “map” paper

· Colored pencils

Before Day of Activity:

· Locate/Print Pacific University maps for each student

· Inform department offices regarding the upcoming map hunt

· Assign small groups (3-5 would be ideal)

· Recruit several volunteers to chaperone each group during map hunt, assign (1) volunteer to each group.  Give explicit instructions to volunteer regarding their participation in this activity:

· Give volunteers their own copy of Pacific University map, having marked appropriate public restroom locations

· Give volunteers small first aid kit, and your cell phone number in case of an emergency

· Instruct volunteers to simply be the “guide on the side” and allow time for each group member to lead group to location on map.

· Give volunteers a worksheet to document observable map skills as well as observations regarding working independently and with the group

· Coordinate the use of a camera for each volunteer to use during the activity

· Coordination hunt portion of activity:

· Place “You Made It” cards at each location, with directions to the next location

· Plan to give each group a different card at the beginning of the activity with instructions to their first location to ensure that no two groups are following the same path

· In constructing directions to next location, use a variety of methods to express distance:

· For example, walk 12 feet (using yardstick to help measure), turn left, proceed up stairs, walk 50 feet and locate room 214

· For example, walk towards bench, head North for 12 yards, turn East

Lesson Introduction (10 minutes)

Lead a class discussion reviewing the following concepts:

· Direction (North, South, East, West)

· Map Keys (Deciphering)

· Distance 

· Scale

For example:

“Today we are going to put all the map skills we have been learning to good use.  

Looking at this map of Forest Grove and remembering our geography vocabulary, what is this?”

(point at map key).  

“What does this key tell us?” (this map require scaffolding responses)

“Which direction is north? South? East? West? How do you know?

If I walk from the Community School to Pacific University, how far is that according to this map? In blocks? In miles? Which direction am I heading?”

· Place students in their assigned small groups, and introduce students and volunteers

· Discuss with students and volunteers the expectations during this activity

· Inform volunteers of final meeting spot (final map hunt location) and time to meet (regardless of the number of map hunts completed).

Sharing Objectives (5-10 minutes – depending on questions/answer time)

Today, your group will participate in a map hunt.  Each of you will be given a map.  We have 1 hour to get to 6 locations and obtain 6 “You Made it” cards.  Be sure to observe your surroundings throughout this activity – it will be useful later.  If you would like to write observations in your Out and About Books, you may.    Although each of you will have a map, each group member must independently try to find a location.  If you get stuck, your group mates can help you.  Ultimately, this is meant to allow you to practice your map reading skills.  After you complete the map hunt, we will come back to school to complete a writing activity and you will be able to create your own map.  Are there any questions?

Learning Activities (120 minutes)

· Map Hunt (60 minutes)

I will give you the first clue for your first destination.  Each group will visit each place at different times.  So, you shouldn’t run into each other.  If you find the location on the map and lead your group to that destination – the next clue will be waiting for you.  Remember, each group member needs to take the lead on finding the locations on the map and leading your group to that location.

The goal is to visit 6 locations in 1 hour.  This is only 10 minutes between locations.  You will need to work efficiently within your groups.  However, this is NOT a race.  Take your time, enjoy the experience and get to as many locations as possible.  In 1 hour, your group will meet me in the Pacific University Labyrinth – which is located on your maps.

Any questions?

· Dismiss groups one at a time, giving volunteers the first direction card and instruct them to head outside towards their first destination (10 minutes)

· Meet a Labyrinth, walk back to school (10 minutes)

· Free Write Activity (15 minutes):

· Instruct students to reflect on their experiences in their journals:

· Was the map easy to read? Hard? Why?

· What did you find the most challenging (remember this will be different for everyone)?

· What did you find the least challenging (remember this will be different for everyone)?

· Creating Maps Activity (30 minutes)

· Instruct students to work with group members to recreate path

· Each student must create their own map, however they can collaborate with group members to remember which path their took.  Additionally, the direction cards can be used as a reference

· How would you create a map of Pacific University?

· Would you have different items on your key?

Differentiation/Extensions:

Hopefully, this activity will reach students with multiple intelligences – bodily kinesthetic (by walking around), interpersonal (group work), intrapersonal (independent work), spatial (reading & creating map), linguistic (writing reflection), and logical mathematical (determining locations on map).

Additionally, volunteers will be encouraged to scaffolding and be patient towards those students who are struggling.  Students have been instructed to ask for help if needed.  However, this activity is about the process more than the product.  Therefore, I expect many students to be challenged by this activity.

Those groups that need extra time may simply not go to as many locations.  Those students that excel at this activity may go to all the locations.

Closure (20 minutes)

· Whole Group Map Share (10 minutes)

· Group discussion regarding experience (10 minutes)

· Likes?

· Dislikes?

Lesson Assessment

The assessment for this lesson will take on three forms:

1. Student self-assessment during journal free-write

2. Parent assessment of map and group skill during map hunt

3. Re-Created Map, should include:

a. Key

b. Locations visited

c. Scale

d. Distance between locations

Teacher Self-Reflection


Student experiences with maps will range considerably.  Therefore, students may need considerable scaffolding especially regarding the new vocabulary terms.  I will need to take extra consideration that the students with less map experience are not overshadowed by those students with more map experience (and therefore may be more enthusiastic).  I hope that by requiring each group member to lead the group to a destination, this will allow for each student to have the experience of independently reading a map.


The map hunt portion of the activity will be run mostly by volunteers.  However, I will plan to station myself at one location with hopes of observing students during the process.  Then, I will meet the group at our agreed upon final location.  

